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Lenten Ingathering: Orphan Grain Train 
Blessed Redeemer is working alongside Orphan Grain Train and this Lent we 
will be supplying Teacher kits for their program. The Orphan Grain Train 
movement is a loving response to Jesus Christ’s example as a servant and His 
love for us.  In some countries, teachers may not have the basic supplies 
needed for teaching.  Orphan Grain Train saw the need for suppling teachers 
with basic items to better focus on the students.  Each kit shared with a teacher 
will be cherished and appreciated.  

 

• Wed. Mar 6 12 pack of chalk, chalk board eraser &  highlighters  

• Wed. Mar 13 Clipboard & adult scissors 

• Wed. Mar 20 Red pens, pocket folders, stars or smiley face stickers 

Plan to join us for  

Easter Brunch  
and enjoy great food and 

fellowship.  Extended family 
and friends welcome!   

Brunch will be served on 
Easter Sunday, March 31st 
following the 9am worship 

service.   
The menu includes biscuits and gravy, egg bake, caramel rolls,  
fresh fruit,  milk, juice & coffee.  Please sign up on the hallway 
bulletin board if you are able to provide food.  
 

Proceeds will support our Blessed Redeemer Youth attending 
the 2025 National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Tickets will be available for purchase soon!  
Let us know you are attending.  
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Church Council  Phone numbers  Board of Elders Phone numbers  

Travis Christoffer, Chairman      330-441-2170 Brian Ternus 605-214-0670 

Mike Beyer, Vice-Chairman 605-201-8223 Rob May* 605-261-3740 

Lisa Erck, Secretary 605-201-3605 Kevin Smith 605-261-8926 

Austin Eigenberg, Treasurer 605-360-9943 Andrew Bauman 507-841-0749 

Financial Secretary      Kevin Callies 605-940-6522 

Jim Flanigan, Accountant  605-582-8170 Matt Grussing 605-680-4756 

   Ryan Knuth 608-963-7987 

  

Facility Use  

Our church facility is available for use by our members according to the guidelines listed in the Function Guidelines.  

This handbook may be found in the display on the north wall of the narthex.  The green “application” forms are also 

located in the same  display. If you wish to schedule use of the church facilities, please contact the trustee of the month 

to check on availability, complete the  application and place it in the trustees box located in the conference room.  



Page  3 
V O L U M E  2 0 2 4  I S S U E  3  M A R C H  

F R O M  T H E  S H E P H E R D ’ S  P E N  

  

Art and “The Faith of a Child”  
 If you visit the Louvre Museum in Paris, France, you can see one of the most famous pieces of art on earth. Each year over 

10 million people (or 1,500 people per hour) stand in line to see this painting by Leonardo da Vinci, which is valued at over $660 

million dollars. Most people who see it are surprised that while its reputation is huge, the painting itself is rather small at only 30 by 

21 inches across. While there are over 6,000 paintings at the Louvre, over 90% of the museum visitors 

go directly to see the Mona Lisa. If you have the time, money, and inclination, you can visit this painting 

and ponder with the rest of the crowd what that funny little smirk on her face really means. If you want to 

avoid crowds, I invite you to a far better art gallery, the one found on my office door.  

Yes, I said my office door. It is not world famous, or even famous in Brandon, SD.  It probably isn’t even 

noticed by the many people who walk past it in the hall. I have been maintaining this art gallery for years, 

and the drawings on it have changed many times. One or two pieces were done by older artists, confir-

mation or high school students, but most of the pieces are drawn by the little children of our congrega-

tion. And that is precisely why they are so valuable to me. They are expressions of faith and love drawn 

by little hands. Psalm 8:2 says, “From the lips of children and infants, you have ordained praise.” I would add that from little fingers 

comes great praise to God also.  

A prevalent theme of these drawings is hearts. Little children love hearts, and are more open about expressing love. Another popu-

lar subject children like to draw is rainbows, and many beautiful rainbows have adorned my door art gallery over the years. Little 

children love the beautiful colors of the rainbow, and don’t yet understand how the rainbow has been politicized and appropriated 

by a group that has no right to it, since it was placed in the heavens by God as a reminder of his 

promise to never again end the world by destroying it with a flood. I love rainbow pictures because 

they go with my Noah’s ark collection, and because Christians need to reclaim the rainbow as a 

Christian symbol.  

My current art collection contains at least two interpretations of sermons I have preached. On is a 

very impressive drawing that shows a sheep bleating for help, caught in a bush. I believe I said in 

that sermon that the difference between a sheep and a pig is that a sheep calls for help when it is 

stuck, while a pig just wallows in the mud. As Christians, it is comforting to know that the Good Shepherd goes looking for us when 

we are lost or in trouble. The same picture also portrays how God inspired Isaiah to see the past, present and future at the same 

time in his prophecies. You can’t imagine how thrilled I was for a child to catch a hard theological point like that and comm it it to 

drawing. Parents should see that picture and be encouraged knowing that “their labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Cor. 15:58) 

when they worship with their children, and that children are absorbing the faith during worship in ways they can’t imagine.  

If you peek inside my door, you will see a watercolor that an adult former confirmation student of mine painted for me that says, “It 

is finished.” If I remember correctly, that painting was inspired by a Lenten sermon where I spoke on the last words of Jesus, when 

he said, “Tetelestai”, or in English, “It is finished”. To illustrate that point worshippers had their hands stamped “Paid” on the way 

out the door that Wednesday evening to remind them that all their sins were paid for on the cross. I treasure that painting, and it 

has lifted my spirits many times when I ponder its message.  

The crown jewels of the Deardoff art museum on my door is the current resurrection picture. Children haven’t yet become jaded 

from hearing the Good News that Jesus died for their sins, and they are enthusiastic about the angel’s announcement that “He is 

risen!” I hope to get several more similar drawings this Easter season. Someday the Mona Lisa will be ash when Christ returns, but 

the faith expressed in these pictures will live on until eternity! Happy Easter to you all!  

 

                                                                                   Pastor  Daniel Deardoff, Sr. 

children are 

absorbing the faith 

during worship in 

ways they can’t 

imagine  
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Preschool Parents 
 
Thank you parents who have filled 
out their parent questionnaires.  We 
appreciate your recommendations 
and input so we may implement 
necessary changes.  For those who 
haven't completed yours, please do 
so promptly.  Thank you for offering 
a new perspective and we ask you 
to continue to keep God's mission 
here at Blessed Redeemer in your 
prayers.   

Tips For Reading To Your Child 
Before:   

• Preview the book and practice reading it. 

• Introduce the title, author, and illustrator. 

• Tell briefly what the story is about. 
During: 

• Hold the book so your child can see the words 
and illustrations. 

• Vary your tone, volume and pitch as you read. 

• Pause occasionally to explain, comment or look 
at the illustrations. 

After: 

• Discuss the characters and what happened in 
the story. 

• Ask questions that provoke thought. 

• Help your child relate the story to something personal or 
another story. 

Preschool Openings! 

Hurry while you can and reserve your 

spot for the 2024-2025 school year.   

Available classes include  

 WF am / MWF pm   

Upcoming Events 
 Mar 4  Bibles in memory of Luke Melius 
 Mar 5 & 6 Cat in the Hat visits 
 Mar 12:    Dad’s Day for TTh AM, MTTh AM 
 Mar 13:    Dad’s Day for WF AM, MWF AM/PM 
 Mar 14:    Snow Make Up Day for TTh AM & MTTh AM  

 Mar. 15:   Snow Make Up day for MWF AM & PM 
 Mar 28 & 29:   No School:  Easter Break 

LOOK at our adrenaline  

when we imagine! 
Thank you everyone for helping us purchase the enormous 
105 Big Blue Blocks! We enjoy using our creativity with 
these bricks and cylinders, chutes, channels, etc.  We 
look forward to designing, constructing, imaginary 
play, inventing, through child-directed and joyful 
play. Most importantly, they are deeply engaged,  
active and are having fun! 
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BRLC Membership Updates  

 Dean Dieren & Joan Tuttle Transferred to Memorial Lutheran 2.1.2024  

VBS July 14-18th 
“Celebrate the Savior” 

 

Let’s get ready to celebrate our Savior! God has given 
us so many amazing blessings: our families, friends, 

and His everlasting love.  
 

At this year’s VBS, kids will dive into five events in  
Jesus’ life and discover that Jesus’ love always gives us 

a reason to celebrate. 
 

Interested in being a part of the team? Contact Alyssa Holtz  

Registration is  available online at: blessedredeemer.com  

Blooming of the Cross 

We need your help this Easter as we continue a tradition called the  

“Blooming of the Cross.” We are seeking volunteers to bring 

bouquets of flowers, so that we may fill in the cross in the sanctuary 

on Easter Sunday. If you can help with this special project, please 

sign up on the sheet by the office and help make this  

the most beautiful Easter cross. 

Easter Lilies 

 
If you would like to donate  
an Easter Lily to beautify  

our sanctuary on Easter Sunday,  
please see sign up on the office bulletin board. 

 
Cost is $10.00 and you may give the flower 
in memory of or in honor of a loved one.   

 
Please make checks to  

BRLC LWML  
& place in big Mite Box.   

Easter Egg Hunt 

The Easter egg hunt will be on Palm Sunday, March 24th  
following the Church Service. We're currently in  need 
of candy to stuff in the eggs if you are able to donate 
that, we would certainly appreciate it. We will have a 
box in the lobby for all donations. Please make sure 

your candy will fit in plastic eggs. Bring your donations 
by March 17th. 

Mark your Calendars!!! 

Calling all Blessed Redeemer 
Voting Members and those 
wanting to be Voting  
Members. Be prepared for an 
update from our Expansion 
Committee with the architects 
rendition of Concept Drawings 
and estimated price for some 
facility improvements and  
additions.   There will be some 

Exciting Updates and Big Decisions to be made at our 
next Voter's Meeting scheduled for Sunday, April 
21st after our 9:00am worship service.  Do not  
delay!!  Plan ahead to be there and have your voice 
heard.  Your input matters!! May God's Will be done!! 
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LUTHERAN HOUR PROGRAMMING 
"The Lutheran Hour" is aired at 1:00 PM each Sunday afternoon on KDCR, 88.5 FM. 

March 3 "Included in Such Company"  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler The more you listen to the life of Jesus, the 

more you admire Him and the more grateful you are to be included in His company.  (Mark 10:43-45) 

March 10  "All Bets Are Off" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler  Jesus engages his opponents in a battle of wits and 

wins—for us. (Mark 11) 

March 17 "The Strangest Request"  Rev. Dr. Hector Hoppe (Genesis 22:1-14) 

March 24 "Repurposed Joy and Junk" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler  (Mark 14:6) 

March 31  "TBD"  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

MAIN STREET LIVING 
Main Street Living may be seen each Sunday morning at 10 AM on KDLT-NBC Sioux Falls and at 10 AM on KEVN-FOX Rapid City. Main 
Street Living is supported by viewers, area churches, and memorial gifts. The program is interpreted for the hearing impaired. The Main Street 
Living Choir provides the Hymns for every service.  Mailing address is Main Street Living, 1400 S. Duluth Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57105. The pro-
gram may be viewed on the web at www.mainstreetliving.com. E-mail mainstreet@sio.midco.net. 

Mar 3, 2024 
10:00 AM - “Betrayed” - A man struggles to do what is right after a reporter uncovers shady dealings in 
his business. 
 10:30 AM - Rev. Matthew Nix, presents a message titled “Let Nothing Divide You From Christ.”   
  
Mar 10, 2024 
10:00 AM - “Aftermath” - A father tries to make things right with his daughter after a life of bad choices. 
 10:30 AM - Rev. Adam Welton, presents a message titled “You Don't Have Enough But Jesus Does.”   
  
Mar 17, 2024 
10:00 AM - “Holy Land Tour pt. 1” - A video tour of locations in Jesus’ earthly ministry, led by pastor 
Nabil Nour who grew up in Israel. 
 10:30 AM - Rev. Matthew Bless, presents a message titled “Not To Be Served, But To Serve.”   
  
Mar 24, 2024 
10:00 AM - “Holy Land Tour pt. 2” - A video tour of locations in Jesus’ earthly ministry, led by pastor 
Nabil Nour who grew up in Israel. 
10:30 AM - Rev. Jesse Baker, presents a message titled “Locked Away.”  This sermon based on Zech. 
9:9-12.  
  
Mar 31, 2024 (Easter) 
10:00 AM - “Three Days” - The disciples’ reactions and interaction in the days between Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. 
 10:30 AM - Rev. Steven Turner, President of Iowa District West, presents an Easter message titled 
“Jesus Lives! What Does This Mean?“  This sermon is based on Mark 16:1-8.  

John 6:45 
"It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone 

who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.  

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=181
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
http://www.mainstreetliving.com
mailto:mainstreet@sio.midco.net
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Blessed Redeemer Youth 

Check out the sign-up sheets on the bulletin boards 

5th-8th Grade Half Lock In 

 A huge thank you to Katy Holm, Malli Ternus and the Board of Youth for sponsoring the 5th thru 8th grade half lock in. 

The kids had a great time learning they are created and loved by God! 

Camp Minneboji 
Calling all 4th-9th graders:  Registration is open for Minneboji 2024!  Minneboji is a summer camp 
program sponsored by South Dakota District LCMS, to encourage young people to grow in 
Lutheran faith and friendship.  Going strong since 1949, Minneboji is held at Camp Okoboji in 
Milford, IA.  Mark your calendars his year’s camp will be June 16th-22nd.  More info to come! 

Upcoming: 

 March 6 - Lenten Meal (set up service opportunity 

 March 13 - Lenten Meal (set up service opportunity 

 March 20 - Lenten Meal (set up service opportunity 

 March 22 - Hs lock-in!!!!!  9pm-6am 

 Looking for adult volunteers to either stay the whole 

night or take shifts—let Jackie know if you’re interested 

 March 24 - Egg hunt after Palm Sunday Service 

 March 29 - High Schoolers help with Good Friday Service 

 March 31 - Easter brunch following the church service 

 Keep an eye on the announcements page in the  

bulletin and on the Facebook page for more information  

on activities that might be added or change! 

High schoolers, 

please join us every 

Wednesday  

evening Bring your 

friends! 
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Adult BiBle Study leArnS More ABout “SepArAtion of ChurCh And StAte”  

We live in a confusing world, and it is hard for Christians to know what their duties are as citizens as they 

are increasingly attacked by the media whenever they participate in the political process. During the 

month of March, the Adult Bible Study will continue to study the “Mom and Pop” Bible study titled “Two 

Kingdom Papers” put out by the LCMS Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, and written by former 

Lutheran Hour Speaker Dr. Gregory Seltz. Topics will include the value of showing “Reformation Restraint” 

during riots and civil unrest, exploring the Biblical and Lutheran roots of the concept of “Separation of 

Church and State” and “Two Kingdoms- A Message Whose Time Has Come!” Please join us on Sunday 

mornings after the worship service and be better informed and energized about how you can make a 

difference in our world and political process in a God pleasing way. 

 

BreAkfASt BiBle Study leArnS of God’S Control  

We like to think that we are in control of all aspects of our lives, and that we can handle whatever comes 

our way. In our study of the book of Daniel during the month of March, the Breakfast Bible Study group 

will learn how God is in control, and how that is a message that relieves us of worry.  Our first lesson on 

Monday, March 11th will complete the story of Daniel as an interpreter of dreams, and remind us of how 

God rules over all the kingdoms of the world, both those ruling in the present and in the years to come. 

On Monday, March 25th, we will study an old favorite story, “The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace.” As 

persecution of Christians increases around the world and in our own country, this lesson is particularly 

valuable in learning how to trust God and witness our faith whether we are promised earthly deliverance 

or not. Please join us at Bethany Meadows on these dates for brunch, Bible study and uplifting discussion, 

prayer, and conversation.  

 

MoB GetS the “reAl lowdown” on the SerMon on the Mount  

Most people think that the ten commandments are straightforward and easy to understand and follow, 

but in the month of March the Men of Brandon Bible study will see how Jesus destroyed that idea in the 

Sermon on the Mount. We will begin by studying “Murder He Re-Wrote, as study on how it is also “the 

thought that counts” when it comes to the sixth commandment. We will also discuss how Christ makes 

us peacemakers and reconcilers. Our next study titled, “Holy Vow! Keeping Your Word and Being Faithful” 

will cover the sixth commandment and how to not make thoughtless vows before God. Next comes “An 

Extraordinary Love” which covers the difficult topic of loving even your enemies. Our last study of the 

month will be “Hypocrite!”, which contains a valuable warning about showing off our “public piety.” Men, 

Jesus lays down the challenge to achieve the “greater righteousness” which can be found only in faith in 

Him, so join us on Wednesday morning as we mine this famous sermon for its gold.  

BIBLE STUDIES 

“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.”  1 Timothy 4:13 
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THE GOOD NEWS LETTER 

A monthly newsletter of:    
 Blessed Redeemer Lutheran Church 

STAFF:   
Pastor Daniel H. Deardoff, Sr. 
Rachel Ahlers, Parish Administrative Assistant 
Jackie Alberts, Youth Director 
Michelle Ternus, Preschool Director 

The Good News Letter is published monthly by Blessed 
R e d e e m e r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  L C M S ,  
705 S. Sioux Blvd., PO Box 289, Brandon, SD 57005  

Distributed free of charge to all members of Blessed Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Brandon, SD on the last Sunday of each 
month.  Articles to be published in the Good News Letter 
must be submitted to the church office no later than the 
15th of the month. 

Phone:  605-582-2396 
Fax:  605-582-6870 

E-mail:  brlc@alliancecom.net 
Web page:  blessedredeemer.com 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
3/2 Cole Walton 

3/5 Abigail Fick 

3/5 Camden Ruud 

3/6 Jarod Ruud 

3/9 Cooper Ruud 

3/10 Gary Klatt 

3/10 Sarah Small 

3/12 Linda Jass 

3/14 Evelyn Baumann 

3/14 Isaiah Melius 

3/14 Andrew Walton 

3/14 Kristin Reiffenberger 

3/16 Rhonda Kopp 

3/16 Easton Sestak 

3/18 Jackie Alberts 

3/18 Doug Fick 

3/18 Darla Schuttloffel 

3/20  Maynard Derksen 

3/21 Gina Reif 

3/22 Bexley Dede 

3/22 Cole Gary 

3/22 Paul Herbes 

3/23 Matt Eigenberg 

3/23 Kaitlin Sorensen 

3/23 Dorothy Warne 

3/24 Jace Christoffer 

3/24 Brandon Sorensen 

3/25 Jace Greiner 

3/27 Elizabeth Kopp 

3/28 Jordan Laird 

3/28 Ivy Irwin 

3/29 Tyler Noonan 

3/30 Jan Rahn 

3/31 Evan Irwin 

ATTENDANCE 

ALTAR GUILD FOR  
MARCH 

 Lisa Erck 

Altar Flowers 
Please contact the church office if 

you’re interested in providing  
Altar Flowers for a worship  

service. 

3/1 Tom & Linda Jass 

3/5 Kevin & Joyce Callies 

3/26 Doug & Denise Edwards 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Our next Voters Meeting is scheduled 

for Sunday, April 21st after our 9 am 

worship service.  

Date Worship Communion Offering 

 5:30pm / 9am / Wed 5:30pm / 9am Weekly Total 

1/28 19/188 n/a $4,441.17 

2/4 35/110 24/61 $4,116.61 

2/11 35/ 135 / 144 31/82 $15,602.50 

2/18 42/ 99/ 108 29/63 $7,184.50 

2/25 24/ 130/ 98 19/95 $9,081.75 

1st Week 
Saturday 3/2 

Ryan Knuth 

Sunday 3/3 

Kevin Smith 

Wednesday 3/6 

Matt Grussing 

2nd Week 
Saturday 3/9 

Brian Ternus 

Sunday 3/10 

Andrew Bauman 

Wednesday 3/13 

Kevin Callies 

3rd Week 
Saturday 3/16 

Brian Ternus 

Sunday 3/17 

Rob May 

Wednesday 3/20 

Ryan Knuth 

4th Week 
Saturday 3/23 

Matt Grussing 

Sunday 3/24 

Kevin Smith 

Thursday 3/28 

Andrew Bauman 

5th Week 
Friday 3/29 

Kevin Callies 

Saturday 3/30 

NO SERVICVE 

Sunday 3/31 

Rob May 

Elder Schedule 
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V O L U M E  2 0 2 4  I S S U E  3  M A R C H  

1st Annual Soup Cook Off Results 

 

1st Place - Emmy and Myrna with “Zoupa Good!” 

2nd Place - Karen S with “Spudatoe” 

3rd Place - Thatcher M with “Cheesus-burger Soup” 

 

Best Name - DJ and Michelle - “Pasta La Vista Baby” 

 

Most Unique - Lincoln C with “I hate soup, soup” 

 

Big ‘Thank You!’ To Jackie, the YG families and 

everyone who attended and donated. It was a success 

and we can’t wait to do it again next year!  

F r o m  E m m y  &  M y r n a  

ZUPPA Toscana Copycat Soup 
 

“Zoupa Good!” 
 

You will need: 
1 lb. Italian Sausage, browned and drained 
4 Medium Potatoes, cut into bite sized pieces 
1 Large Onion, chopped 
1/2 lb. Bacon, cooked and chopped 
2 Cloves of Garlic, minced 
2 c. Kale, chopped 
4 c. Chicken Broth 
2 c. Water 
1 c. Heavy Whipping Cream 

 
 
 

Cook sausage and drain. Place onion, potatoes, chicken broth, water, and garlic in 
pot and cook over medium heat until potatoes are done. Add sausage, bacon, salt 

and pepper to taste. Simmer another 10 mins. Turn heat to low. Add kale and cream. 
Heat through and serve. Do not boil. Enjoy! 



705 S. Sioux Blvd. 

PO Box 289 

Brandon, SD  57005 

Phone:  605-582-2396 

Fax:  605-582-6870 

Email: brlc@alliancecom.net 

Website:  blessedredeemer.com 

B L E S S E D  R E D E E M E R  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  W O R S H I P  A N D  B I B L E  S T U D Y  

SCHEDULE FOR MARCH WORSHIP SERVICES:  

Saturday, March 2nd 5:30pm Worship* 

Sunday, March 3rd  9:00am Worship* 10:15am Education Hour  

Wednesday, March 6th Lenten Meal 5pm    Lenten Worship 6pm 

Saturday, March 9th 5:30pm Worship* 

Sunday, March 10th 9:00am Worship* 10:15am Education Hour  

Wednesday, March 13th  Lenten Meal 5pm   Lenten Worship 6pm 

Saturday, March 16th 5:30pm Worship* 

Sunday, March 17th 9:00am Worship* 10:15am Education Hour  

Wednesday, March 20th Lenten Meal 5pm    Lenten Worship 6pm 

Saturday, March 23rd 5:30pm Worship* 

Sunday,  March 24th 9:00am Worship* 10:15am Education Hour  

Thursday, March 28th 7:00pm Maundy Thursday  

Friday, March 29th  7:00pm Good Friday   

Saturday, March 30th No Service 

Sunday,  March 31st 9:00am Easter Worship Service  

Like and follow Blessed Redeemer Lutheran Church and Preschool on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/BlessedRedeemerBrandonSD/ 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
9:00am Breakfast Bible Study on  two Mondays a month 

6:30am Wednesday Morning Bible  Study - Men of  Brandon (MOB) 
7:00pm Sunday Evening Bible Study  - Daughters of  the King (DOK) 

https://www.facebook.com/BlessedRedeemerBrandonSD/

