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HOLY COMMUNION IS CELEBRATED AT OUR 5:30PM & 9:00AM SERVICE 
Oneness at communion presupposes oneness in doctrine. For this reason, we practice close 
communion, and ask guests desiring to commune to speak with the pastor before the service. 

 
AS WE GATHER 

Today’s Epistle speaks of Jesus, our High Priest. High priests are called to offer sacrifices for the sins 
of the people as well as themselves. Jesus is a different sort of high priest who offers Himself as 
sacrifice, once for all, that we might be forgiven and granted eternal salvation. In the Gospel, Jesus 
proclaims that He came not to be served, but to serve. He came to offer His life as a ransom for us. As 
we follow Jesus, we are called to reflect His actions and attitude of service and sacrifice. May we 
likewise go to serve and sacrifice for others. 
 

THE VAJDA HYMN SERVICE 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME     Elder of the Day 
 
OPENING HYMN “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death” LSB 697 
 
INVOCATION  

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
KYRIE                                    (Sung to the melody “Amazing Grace”)               Tune LSB 744 

 
Look down in mercy on us, Lord, 

Receive our prayers and praise, 

Eternal Father, Spirit, Word, 

For your amazing grace. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES   

Pastor: What a priest we have in Jesus! 
People: He is our source of eternal salvation. 
 
Pastor: He sympathizes with us in our weakness. 
People: He offers prayers and supplications for us. 
 
Pastor: He serves us and sacrifices Himself for us. 
People: What a priest we have in Jesus! 

 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: Though Jesus is our great High Priest, we have lived as if we did not need Him, as 
though our sin was not dire and deadly. Despite our self-centered failures, our heavenly 
Father is merciful, and because of Jesus, He invites us to draw near to His throne in 
confidence to ask for forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
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Pastor: Heavenly Father,  
People: we have sinned against our neighbors and against You. We have sought to be 

served. We have demanded others sacrifice for us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
humble us, for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus into our world to be our great High Priest, who 

came to serve and offer His life as a ransom for us. Christ died and is risen for you. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven. Christ has sacrificed His life for us. 
 

 
GLORIA   (Sung to the melody “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”)  Tune LSB 380 

 
1.   Angels, sing, and earth, reply: 

“Glory be to God on high!” 
God who flung the stars in space, 
God who formed the human race, 
God the mind and God the cause, 
God the source of natures laws, 
God of wisdom, power, and love, 
God of gods, all gods above. 
Angels, sing, and earth, reply: 
“Glory be to God on high!” 

 
2.  Angels, sing, and earth, reply: 

“Glory be to God on high!” 
God who saw your creatures fall, 
Loved them still, and loved them all, 
Gave your only Son to prove 
What is mercy, what is love; 
And the Spirit, given free, 
Recreates your family. 
Angels, sing, and earth, reply: 
“Glory be to God on high!

 
 
SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY   

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You are our great High Priest. Teach us to follow Your example 

of service and sacrifice for others, so that more people may know of the forgiveness that 
can only be found in You; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 Readings From Holy Scripture  

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                Jeremiah 31:31-34

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, declares the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and 
each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM ~ Read Responsively  Psalm 119:9-16 
 
Pastor: How can a young man keep his way pure? 

People: By guarding it according to your word. 

 

Pastor: With my whole heart I seek you; 

People: let me not wander from your commandments! 

 

Pastor: I have stored up your word in my heart, 

People: that I might not sin against you. 

 

Pastor: Blessed are you, O Lord; 

People: teach me your statutes! 

 

Pastor: With my lips I declare 

People: all the just decrees of your mouth. 

 

Pastor: In the way of your testimonies I delight 

People: as much as in all riches. 

 

Pastor: I will meditate on your precepts 

People: and fix my eyes on your ways. 

 

Pastor: I will delight in your statutes; 

People: I will not forget your word. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the  Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
EPISTLE READING                Hebrews 5:1-10

Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself 
is beset with weakness. Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he 
does for those of the people. And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by 
him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, 
“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what 
he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING John 8:42-52
  

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. 
I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.  Why do you not understand what I say? It is because 
you cannot bear to hear my word.  You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's 
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the 
truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you 
do not hear them is that you are not of God.” The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that 
you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 
Father, and you dishonor me.  Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is 
the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said 
to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If 
anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON HYMN                  “O Blessed Spring”   LSB 595 
 
SERMON                       “Not Taste Death”         John 8:42-52 
 
CREED                 (Sung to the melody “Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise”)  Tune LSB 802 

 
1. Great God, our Creator, from whom all receive 

Their being and blessing, in You we believe 
Almighty, all-knowing, all-gracious, all-true, 
Provider and Father, our trust is in You. 

 
2. And You, Jesus Christ, we affirm as our Lord, True 

Son of the Father, by angels adored; Redeemer 
incarnate, You paid for our sins, And, joined in Your 
rising, our new life begins. 

 
 

3.  Free Spirit of wisdom, of power and love, 
On us, as on Christ, You descend from above; 

You call us, You cleanse us, You open our eyes, 
You keep us in peace, You restore paradise. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: We turn to our great priest Jesus in prayer, who has promised to hear us and intercede 

for us. For what a priest we have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, be present with all those who are vulnerable and in need of 

advocacy, especially those in abusive relationships, the homeless, the disabled, and all 

children.  

People: Give us courage to be advocates and intercessors for those in need just as You 

are an advocate and intercessor for us. 



6 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us as we endure the temptations and assaults of the 

devil.  

People: Forge our shields of faith to be stronger in resistance of Satan and his fiery 

arrows. Forgive us when we fail. 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. Bring Your 

comfort to all those who are suffering in grief.  

People: Point them to the hope of the resurrection to eternal life that You have won for all 

who believe in You. 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You learned obedience through suffering.  

People: Strengthen us when we face suffering to learn obedience to Your Word of truth. 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, as a priest You serve and sacrifice.  

People: Teach all people in Your church to follow Your example of service and sacrifice 

for the sake of others. 

Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. 

Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your wisdom. Lord in 

your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: (Special petitions that end in, “Lord, in Your mercy”). 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands, for You 

have promised to hear our prayers and intercede for us, for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING 

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  

 
PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
SANCTUS                           (Sung to the melody “Holy, Holy, Holy”)                     Tune LSB 507 

 
“Holy, Holy, Holy!” all the saints in glory 

Fill Your temple with their song around Your golden throne; 
“Holy, Holy, Holy!” with them we adore You; 
God in three Persons, all in Christ as one. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
AGNUS DEI                              (Sung to the melody “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”)         Tune LSB 702 

Meek, slaughtered Lamb of God, 
You bore the sinner’s load 

To buy our peace: 
Now risen and enthroned, 

With life and glory crowned, 
To all the lost and found 

 Please grant Your peace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  
 
HYMN                                “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  CCS 76 

 
Stuart Townend 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI#893618 Song 158810 

 

1.  How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure,  

That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure.   

 How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away,   

 As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

2.  Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders;  

 Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers.  

 It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished;  

 His dying breath has brought me life, I know that it is finished. 

3.  I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom;  

 But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection.   

 Why should I gain from His reward?  I cannot give an answer,  

 But this I know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 
 
HYMN                                “I Am the Bread of Life”  CCS 85

By Sr. Suzanne Toolan Copyright 19711 1986 by G.I.A Publications, Inc Chicago, Illinois 

1. I am the bread of life, He who comes to Me shall not hunger, 
He who believes in Me shall not thirst, 
No one can come to Me unless the Father draws him.  Chorus 

Chorus:  And I will raise him up, and I will raise him up. 
And I will raise him up on the last day. 

2. The bread that I will give is My flesh for the life of the world; 
And he who eats of this bread, 
He shall live forever, He shall live forever. Chorus 

3. Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man 
And drink of His blood, and drink of His blood, 
You shall not have life within you.  Chorus 
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4. I am the Resurrection, I am the Life. 
He who believes in Me, 
Even if he die, he shall live forever. Chorus 

5. Yes, Lord I believe that You are the Christ, 
The Song of God; 
Who has-as come, into the world.  Chorus  

 
HYMN “I’m But a Stranger Here”               LSB 748 
 
HYMN “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate”               LSB 540 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  

 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this Meal. We ask that You would strengthen us as we journey toward Holy Week, 
trusting in Jesus, the source of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN         “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                  LSB 575 

 

                         
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

5:30PM SATURDAY 

Ryan Knuth Elder 

Sarah Peterson Organist 

Madison Kopp Sound 

 

 

 

 

9:00AM SUNDAY 

Rob May Elder 

Sarah Peterson Organist 

Preston Johnson Sound 

Lily Fick Acolyte 

Not Available Acolyte 

Travis Christoffer – Congregational Chairman  

Rob May – Head Elder 


